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Modeling the flow of compressible media in a vessel by means 
of Simulink S-functions 
 
 
Abstract. The paper deals with modeling the flow of compressible media in a vessel, while elasticity of the vessel can change. It presents 
mathematical model of a pipeline as system with distributed parameters, consisting of three partial differential equations and two additional 
equations which describes density and area as functions of pressure and temperature. The solution of the problematic is achieved by means of 
Matlab&Simulink environment, particularly by use of S-functions and finite difference method (FDM). The paper includes a case study when a set of 
pressure impulses is brought to the model of a vessel. As a result, media pressure, temperature and velocity are displayed over the time and along 
the pipeline. 
 
Streszczenie. W pracy opisane jest modelowanie przepływu ściśliwego medium w naczyniu kwionośnym (żyle), gdzie elastyczność naczynia może 
być zmienna. Przedstawiono model matematyczny rurociągu z rozłożonymi parametrami, który składa się z trzech równań różniczkowo cząstkowych 
i dwa dodatkowe równania, które opisują gęstości i powierzchnię w funkcji ciśnienia I temperatury. Problem jest rozwiązywany za pomocą 
środowiska Matlab & Simulink, w szczególności poprzez wykorzystanie S-funkcji i metody różnic skończonych (finite difference method - FDM). 
Artykuł zawiera analizę przypadku, gdy zestaw impulsów ciśnienia doprowadza się do modelu naczynia. Wynikiem analizy są przebiegi czasowe 
ciśnienia, temperatury i prędkości wzdłuż naczynia krwionośnego. - Modelowanie przepływu ściśliwego media w naczyniu kwionośnym za 
pomocą środowiska Matlab &Simulink i S-funkcji. 
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Introduction 
The paper describes a vessel with flowing liquid with 
pressure p, temperature T and velocity v. It also includes 
the following issues affecting the dynamics of the system: 
thermal volume expansivity and pressure expansivity of the 
vessel, thermal volume expansivity of media, specific media 
density changes doe to pressure and temperature. The 
construction of the model is based on presumption that 
media has Newton character, the flow is one-directional and 
there are no phase changes of the media. The model 
supposes that the dynamics of the vessel can be 
represented as dynamics of the elastic pipeline with given 
parameters described in [1]. 
Mathematical model of flowing media (blood) in an 
elastic pipeline (vessel) is implemented by means of 
modern high-performance S-functions. This approach 
makes it possible to create interconnection circuits and thus 
representing large distributed-parameters systems. Besides 
other parameters, each block can be customized by 
geometric dimension and expansivity modulus. Compared 
to other ways of flow modeling introduced in [9],[10],[11], 
this one offers  advantages regarding simplicity of creation 
resulting complex model. 
 
S-functions 
S-functions make it possible to add customized 
algorithms to Simulink models, either written in MATLAB or 
C. By following a set of simple rules it possible to implement 
the algorithms in an S-function. After S-function has been 
written and placed its name in an S-Function block 
(available in the User-defined Functions sub library), it’s 
time to customize the user interface by using masking. An 
S-function is a computer language description of a dynamic 
system. S-functions can be written using MATLAB or C. C 
language S-functions are compiled as MEX-files using the 
mex utility described in the Application Program Interface 
Guide. As with other MEX-files, they are dynamically linked 
into MATLAB when needed. S-functions use a special 
calling syntax that enables you to interact with Simulink’s 
equation solvers. This interaction is very similar to the 
interaction that takes place between the solvers and built-in 
Simulink blocks. The form of an S-function is very general 
and can accommodate continuous, discrete, and hybrid 
systems. As a result, nearly all Simulink models can be 
described as S-functions. The most common use of S-
functions is to create custom Simulink blocks. S-functions 
can be effectively used for a variety of applications, 
including: 
 Adding new general purpose blocks to Simulink 
 Incorporating existing C code into a simulation 
 Describing a system as a mathematical set of 
equations 
 Using graphical animations  
An advantage of using S-functions is that it is possible to 
build a general purpose block that can be used many times 
in a model, varying parameters with each instance of the 
block. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig.3. An example of a graph 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 1. The description of Simulink loop. 
 
An M-file or a CMEX-file that defines an S-Function 
block must provide information about the model; Simulink 
needs this information during simulation. As the simulation 
proceeds, Simulink, the ODE solver, and the M-file interact 
to perform specific tasks. These tasks include defining initial 
conditions and block characteristics, and computing 
derivatives, discrete states, and outputs. Simulink provides 
a template M-file S-function that includes statements that 
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define necessary functions, as well as comments to help 
with writing the code needed for a particular S-function 
block. 
M-file S-functions work by making a sequence of calls to 
S-function routines, which are M-code functions that 
perform tasks required by customized S-function. This table 
lists the S-function routines available to M-file S-functions. 
C MEX-file S-functions have the same structure and 
perform the same functions as M-file S-functions. In 
addition, C MEX S-functions provides more functionality 
than M-file S-functions [3]. 
 
Mathematical Model 
The model below describes flowing of the elastic fluid in 
the segment of elastic pipeline. The original mathematical 
model is described by three nonlinear partial differential 
equations of the first order. The fundamental of the model 
consists of Newton equation (1), Equation of continuity (2) 
and Bernoulli equation (3). The model is extended by 
equations (4) and (5) with respect to the elasticity of 
pipeline and transferred fluid [5], [6]. 
 Newton equation 
(1)  
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 Bernoulli equation 
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Additional equations for density and cross-section: 
(4)  
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       
Where: c - internal energy of media, d - wall thickness of 
the pipeline, dn - internal diameter of the pipeline, E - 
modulus of elasticity, g - acceleration of gravity, K - media 
elasticity bulk modulus, l - length of pipeline, p - (relative) 
pressure of media, p0 - environment pressure, surrounding 
pressure, F - cross-sectional area of the pipeline, F0 - initial 
cross-sectional area of the pipeline, constant, t – time, T - 
temperature of media, T0 - initial environment temperature 
constant, v - flow velocity of media, x - coordinate along 
pipeline axis, z - elevation of the pipeline, bulk thermal 
expansivity of pipeline, bulk thermal expansivity of 
media, heat transfer coefficient, friction factor of 
media, density of media, 0 - initial density of media, 
constant. 
In order to find a unique solution of set of equations 
(1) – (3), the boundary and initial conditions must be added. 
These are as follows: 
The boundary conditions: 
 The velocity at the end of the vessel, it is prescribed 
as relation between velocity and pressure v(L,t) =  
k ·p(L,t). 
 The pressure at the beginning of the vessel, it is 
prescribed by a load characteristic of the source 
(hard source assumed in this case, no internal load, 
with no relation between pressure and velocity). 
The input train of pressure impulses can be seen in 
Fig. 3. 
The initial conditions: 
 The distribution of the pressure within the whole 
length of the vessel. 
 The distribution of the velocity within the whole 
length of the vessel. 
 The distribution of the elevation within the whole 
length of the vessel. 
 The distribution of the cross-section within the 
whole length of the vessel. The cross-section in 
time t = 0 is supposed constant, dn = 0.02 cm [2]. 
 
Finite difference method 
A set of partial differential equations is solved by a finite 
difference method (FDM) in particular Simulink S-function. It 
uses approximation of partial derivatives by numerical 
differences in particular points using the following formulas, 
omitting the remainders: 
(6)  
       1 2 3
1
3 , 4 , ,,
2
T x t T x t T x tT x t
x hx x
      
(7)  
     3 1
2
, ,,
2
T x t T x tT x t
x hx x
  
 
(8)  
     4 2
3
, , ,
2
T x t T x t T x t
x hx x
  
 
(9)  
       2 1, 4 , 3 ,,
2
n n n
n
T x t T x t T x tT x t
x hx x
    
 
 
The particular derivatives are derived from partial 
differential equations and implemented into mdlDerivatives 
routine of S-function [4], [8]. 
 
Wave propagation case study 
The paper describes simulation of the following 
experiment described in Fig. 2. A train of successive 
pressure impulses (diastolic and systolic values of 
8/16 kPa) is brought to inlet of a vessel with given 
parameters, see Fig. 3. 
A load is modelled at the outlet – this is done through 
the prescribed relation between pressure and velocity at the 
vessel outlet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 2. Representation of a vessel by a pipeline segment [7]. 
 
A vessel is represented by an elastic pipeline segment 
through which the pressure wave propagates. Besides, 
other state variables are evaluated through x-axis and time 
(velocity, temperature). These segments can be arranged in 
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series, thus representing different types of objects in 
bloodstream, such as aorta, artery, vein and capillary. 
This case study can be modified in many ways due to 
the terms in system equations (for example cross-section 
distribution along x-axis, density changes and cross-section 
changes due to temperature variations) [2]. 
 
Results 
Pressure impulses are transformed by the system into 
the series of the pulses in Fig. 4. or 3D graph Fig. 7. Due to 
the load at the outlet the pressure waves are propagated 
back. When a systolic pressure is achieved, the velocity 
rapidly grows up to 0.32 m/s. The velocity at diastolic 
pressure works out about 0.15 m/s, see Fig. 5. Due to 
character of pressure waves and due to its elasticity, the 
cross-section area depends on time as shown in Fig. 6. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 3. Input pressure impulses to a vessel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 4. Media pressure at the end of a vessel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 5. Media velocity at the end of a vessel. 
 
The first two impulses in Fig. 6 are different from the 
ones in steady state, due to initial condition for cross-
section which is being computed during the simulation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 6. Cross-section area at the end of a vessel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 7. Pressure distribution along a vessel over time and length. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 8. Velocity distribution along a vessel over time and length. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 9. Cross-section distribution along a vessel over time and 
length. 
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Kinetic energy of pressure wave is transformed to the 
potential energy which is kept due to extension of the cross-
section as shown on 3D graphs, see Fig. 8 and Fig. 9. As a 
result of wave reflection, the original input pressure 
impulses are in interference with the reflected ones, these 
interferences depend on parameters of the segment. 
 
Conclusion 
The main goal of the paper was not to model the 
detailed particular medical case with a real specification, 
this would require a specific assignment of the values. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 10. Simulink model of a vessel. 
 
It was going to show the capabilities and powerful 
environment if Simulink and especially S-functions for 
modeling complex problems concerning dynamic systems 
are used. 
However, temperatures, length, diameter arise from 
approximation of real values, including the pressure 
impulses that represent systolic and diastolic pressure 
values. The structure and concept of the modeling scheme 
is modular – the blocks can be arranged arbitrarily and in a 
user-defined way, see Fig. 10. Moreover, the specific 
conditions and relations can be prescribed for inlet and 
outlet of a model of a vessel. For example, their 
opening/closing/turning down and up can be triggered by 
any state conditions such as negative velocity as indication 
of reflected wave. 
The proposed way of modeling in Matlab&Simulink with 
S-functions uses C syntax for the most crucial parts of the 
model. This enables user to run any number of instances of 
the blocks representing different segments with different 
parameters connected in series.  
Simulation of the resulting model has a very high 
performance. Simulation experiments proved that 
simulation is approximately 4000 times faster than real time, 
and 150 times faster than equivalent of this model 
implemented in Comsol Multiphysics. 
To discuss the complexity of the solution, it should be 
divided into two parts: programming of S-function and 
implementation of Simulink scheme. The programming part 
requires certain amount of programming skills and studying 
the S-function manual to handle the function inputs/outputs 
in appropriate way. This necessary effort put in this part will 
pay in the end as the implementation in Simulink is very 
easy and intuitive. Each of the blocks (connected arbitrary – 
mostly in series or parallelly) can be customized and have 
its own parameters.  
One of the biggest advantage of this approach is that 
geometry of the modeled object does not have to be 
created and meshed to apply FEM (finite element method) 
in case of Comsol Multiphysics, but it is simply expressed 
by numbers and functions. It is also very difficult to model 
such complex models in these tools as they usually offer a 
predefined set of problems (multiphysic processes, case 
studies) or PDES that the modeled problematic would have 
to match. The approach is thus innovative, as it can handle 
additional physical relations resulting from the physical 
nature of the problem. It also models the dynamics 
considering distributed-parameters system character unlike 
lumped parameter model introduced in [10]. Similarly to [9], 
(p. 1002, Figure 1.), it allows to create vascular model 
construction by segmentation of the computational object. 
Correctness of results were verified by comparison with 
the results from previously published work (solved by 
different approach) [7] and also in a bigger scale 
experiment with the measurement hydraulic heads in the 
pipelines [5]. 
Beneficial effect of this work may lie in its usage for 
modeling and design of prosthetic aortic heart valves [11]. 
 
Acknowledgement 
This work is supported by project SP2012, “Data acquisition 
and processing from large distributed systems II” of Student 
Grant System, VSB-TU Ostrava, Faculty of Electrical 
Engineering and Computer Science, Department of 
Cybernetics and Biomedical Engineering. 
 
REFERENCES 
[1] TORTORA,G.J., GRABOWSKI, S.R. Principles of Anatomy 
and Physiology, 9th Edition. ISBN 978-0471374688 
[2] HONZÍKOVÁ, N., HONZÍK, P. Biologie člověka. FEKT VU 
Brno, učební texty. Brno 2003. 
[3] http://www.esat.kuleuven.be/psi/spraak/courses/esatexpress/d
ownload/sfunctions.pdf 
[4] OŽANA, Štěpán, OUJEZDSKÝ, Aleš. Spread of the Hydraulic 
Impact in Elastic Pipeline. In The Third International Workshop 
Control&Information Technology IWCIT Gliwice (Poland): 
Silesian University of Technology, Institute of Electronics, 
2003. Section 3 - Control Systems. s. 183-188. 1x CD-ROM. 
September 22-23, Gliwice. ISBN 83908409-7-9. 
[5] FILIPOVÁ, Blanka, NEVŘIVA, Pavel, OŽANA, Štěpán. 
Propagation of the hydraulic head in an Elastic Pipeline. In 
SLOOT, Peter M.A., et al. Computational Science - ICCS 
2003. Int. Conf. Melbourne, Australia and St. Petersburg, 
Russia June 2003, Proc., Part II: LNCS 2658. Berlin: Springer-
Verlag, 2003. Poster papers. s. 585-592. June 2-4, St. 
Petersburg. ISBN 3-540-40195-4. ISSN 0302-9743. 
[6] FILIPOVÁ, Blanka, NEVŘIVA, Pavel, OŽANA, Štěpán, 
SOUŠKOVÁ, Hana. Hydraulic Heads and Transients in 
Systems. In SCCE: Proc. of the 1st Int. Conf.: From Scientific 
Computing to Computational Engineering. Glyfada (Greece): 
Nakladatelství, 2004. 1xCD-ROM. September 8-10, Glyfada. 
[7] MORAVEC, Petr. Modelování průtoku stlačitelného média v 
cévě, jejíž pružnost se mění v závislosti na délce cévy a času. 
2002. Diplomová práce. VŠB-Technická univerzita Ostrava. 
[8] OŽANA, Štěpán, OUJEZDSKÝ, Aleš. Měření a modelování 
dynamických jevů na soustavách tvořených pružnými 
potrubími. In SNÁŠEL, Václav. WOFEX 2003: Sborník 
příspěvků prvního ročníku Ph.D. workshopu Fakulty 
elektrotechniky a informatiky. 1. vyd. Ostrava: VŠB-TU 
Ostrava, 2003. Obor Technická Kybernetika (2612V045). s. 
188-193. Září 2003, Ostrava. ISBN 80-248-0106-x. 
[9] Xiong, G., Figueroa, C.A., Xiao, N. & Taylor, C.A. 2011, 
"Simulation of blood flow in deformable vessels using subject-
specific geometry and spatially varying wall properties", 
International Journal for Numerical Methods in Biomedical 
Engineering, vol. 27, no. 7, pp. 1000-1016. 
[10] Gu, K.-., Gao, B., Chang, Y. & Liu, Y.-. 2011, "Research on 
lumped parameter model based on intra-aorta pump", Yiyong 
Shengwu Lixue/Journal of Medical Biomechanics, vol. 26, no. 
4, pp. 367-372. 
[11] Mohammadi, H. & Mequanint, K. 2011, "Prosthetic aortic heart 
valves: Modeling and design", Medical Engineering and 
Physics, vol. 33, no. 2, pp. 131-147. 
 
Authors: Ing. Štěpán Ožana, Ph.D., Ing. Martin Pieš, Ph.D., 
Department of Cybernetics and Biomedical Engineering, Faculty of 
Electrical Engineering and Computer Science, VSB – Technical 
University of Ostrava, 17. listopadu 15, 70833 Ostrava, Czech 
Republic, email: stepan.ozana@vsb.cz, martin.pies@vsb.cz. 
DSpace VŠB-TUO http://hdl.handle.net/10084/90530 19/07/2012
